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To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen 

CCTV Footprint and Stock 
 
 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 In April 2019, the Authorities CCTV Service moved from the corporate centre to sit 

alongside the Community Safety Service within the Protection and Safety portfolio. 
 
1.2 Since the move a complete review of the CCTV facility has been undertaken with a 

view to modernising the existing stock and assess the placement of cameras. The 
proposed new footprint of cameras are attached as Appendix 1. 

 
1.3 CCTV surveillance can be privacy intrusive. The siting of cameras must be justified, 

necessary and proportionate.  
 
1.4 Consultation with South Wales Police taken place and data analysis obtained to 

assess current hot spot areas for anti-social behaviour and violent assaults. 
 
1.5 Subject to capital funding the new camera footprint will consist of high definition and 

4k technology that will be linked via wireless technology to a base unit. This is a 
considerable improvement on the current outdated analogue cameras currently in 
use. 

 
1.6 By moving to a new footprint and reducing camera coverage there will also be an 

approximate saving of £14,000 per annum on reduced broadband and electricity 
costs. 
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2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS that 
 
2.1 The new CCTV footprint be approved. 
 
2.2 The need to source capital funding required to upgrade existing camera stock be 

approved. 
 
 

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 In April 2019, the Authorities CCTV service moved from the Corporate Centre to sit 

alongside Community Safety within the Protection and Safety portfolio of services. 
 

3.2 A review of the current camera footprint and camera stock has been conducted to 
ascertain whether the system remained fit for purpose. 
 

3.3 The use of surveillance systems can be privacy intrusive. In siting a camera 
authorities must satisfy themselves that the placement of a camera is justified, 
necessary and proportionate. 
 

3.4 An exercise was undertaken with South Wales Police where a detailed analysis of 
anti-social behaviour and violent assaults was mapped across the authority. This 
analysis identified where there was a need for cameras that would meet the legal 
test of necessity and proportionally. The proposed new footprint is attached as 
appendix 1. 
 

3.5 The current camera stock has been assessed with the majority of cameras outdated 
analogue technology. It is proposed to replace the existing-outdated stock with high 
definition and 4k camera technology. 
 

3.6 By upgrading the existing camera stock and moving toward wireless technology 
savings of approximately £14k per annum can be made in reduction of fibre optic 
broadband and electricity costs. 
 

3.7 Moving to the new camera technology will require capital funding of approximately 
£162k.   

  
 

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S) 
 
4.1 If approved potential savings of £14k per annum will be made on reduction of fibre 

optic and electricity costs. 
 
4.2  An initial capital investment of £162k will be needed to move to the new improved 

cameras. 
 
 
 



5.0 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 

 Positive 
Impacts 

Negative 
Impacts 

Not 
Applicable  

1. Merthyr Tydfil Well-being 
Objectives 

  
2 of 4 0 of 4 2 of 4 

2. Sustainable Development 
Principles - How have you 
considered the five ways of 
working: 

 Long term 

 Prevention 

 Integration 

 Collaboration 

 Involvement 
 

5 of 5 0 of 5 0 of 5 

3. Protected Characteristics 
(including Welsh Language) 

 
0 of 10 0 of 10 10 of 10 

4. Biodiversity 
 

0 of 1 0 of 1 1 of 1 

Summary: 
 
The main positive impacts are that the proposal will meet the Merthyr Tydfil Well-being 
Objectives and the Sustainable Development Principles. The proposal will have a 
positive effect on the ‘Environmental Well Being and ‘Living Well’ objectives. 
 
There are no negative impacts. 
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Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  
 

No 

 
 

Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect 
of each proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report.  


